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Clothing

\
|
. |
JLignw are quitc decently!dressed on the vhole.
‘ © But there bofyre world wWier 7T, andjthio far coete o
ladies' huts e, Just ac they did during Lhe Gersan occupation, the
\ ladies ure m (1'1P every eifort o dety boo vamen und wry 5 wesd Lo pdul LUl
Thelr shoous particulerly smart,  'Tne famous arsaw o

e "The mest

10 ¢ Lo this aay
produce exceY] ent, handmade ladies” choee. Of course, such shoes are very
expensive: ter cheapest cost atout 300 z1, a peir; othu"f cost up to 800 =i,
a pair, or ac|much as the monthly vages of a good ugcciu1i 1. 'These huandmade

I shoes are of every kind and variety, including ball slippers of gold or

silver Leutnm‘, Such evening slippers ore reserved, however, for the wives of
“he biggest bu..' t: devartmontu) directors in miniutrics and migher, «isv uB
bcsses,  The %muun“gc U the UB wvives offers excellent protection to these
fprivate ente mrl .ers’, of . whom Lhere sre still about 50|or 60 in VWarsaw, iand-
made shtoes fof men cuit GLO-80G 21.; the higher price i. tor shocs of chamols

leather, }

i

3. "Generally speukiug, men zre dressed less eleguntly than iwvomen, One notices
immediately in the streete thut no men ever wears a hat, | Cloth caps are wor-

instead.

b, "It i very difficuit to find « decent roady-made moan's Hujt as a rulc all are
of very bed guality. All the decent suits one sees are ordcred {rom tailors
and made of ggod qualitly Polish suliting, This malerial 15 atill produced in
very small auantitics; to Jntm :fy the needs of the new upper class. It is very
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expensi”e ingeed, between -,OOO-l 600 =21, for a suit. Iinven heard of suiting
costing 2000 21l. per 'coupon' These te\tile‘ are never|sold per meter, only per
‘eoupon”’ (k upon ub*an;ogx) Jhicx ic the quentity needed for a suit., These 'coupons
are mostly sold 'half--egal‘w 5 l.e., the bigh official who is entitled te do so
buys the coupon legally and rFsells it for :he ebove prices, Not only Polish
textiles are sold on this halif-leg:l bluck market. itherto a considerable
proportion’ .f the textiies b’u 'under hLa nl\ (pod reka) have come from gift
UYL -ant from ebroad. The tailoring a.0n in the gre&t universal department

|
storcc ond the ctete =nd cooperative fn-nor‘ng shops (spoldzielnie krewieckie)

D MACA W emddd . WA AdA W
meke sw .ts‘from this good suiting., DMore often the cuetomer goes to a . aall
private tailor., One reaccn io that there he e less con;picuou s, particularly
tc the taxation euthcritics, | Thece smell xrivatc tailers work mostly for the
seme customers as the nrivste shoemskers, i.e., high government and Farty func=-

tionaries and B bunses. i
! |

|

|

t

fiildren i

\ ‘
"Lowng very‘*m reased by the children cf the new upper clans. Tney sre fit
phy-.celly und excellently drqued. {n the C¢ld Town of Warsau (stare Mizsto)
ae well aa'in Mariencztad I £nW many chilaren wearing fur coats of white or grey
rabbit. This vaa cburncter*rfic in toland before World War II. Of course, the
explanation is snimple, ince‘the rehabilitntion, the 01d Town hes beccme &
privileged Iquorter; ulnect el1 th 1nhabitantq are ”takhnnovites et the very
least, The aame ir true of Mariensztad, where the cnildren are algso welledressed
and vellenourished. 1In these}quxrter, even the adults ere well-fed and well~
dresesed, The contrast with orhnr quarters of‘«nrunw ic striking.
"The ramou‘ ‘universal shop Brecia Jablovascy han been turned into a Dom Dziecka
where one .-n buy everything children need: clothea, footweur, uporting gear,

toys and t;nned children's food. |

| ‘ 1
\ i
‘ i

"The reconstruction of the ' -arsav Qpera Hous e) destroyed | during World Var I1I,

is almoa? Sin.ahed. Yeanwhils orero oerformunccs cont*nue to tuke plece in the
former X1iad Roma cinema on Ulica Nonogrodzka.\ l‘ome yeura ago it was decided

to make use of this cinema nail tecause it is lurge and has an excellent deep
ctage and & lnrge Organ, 0ver the ye=ars much‘money hus been spent on furnishing
this hall, though it 1c only Y terporary nrrangcment. Armch&irs and cialls are
of red leather. It is alwuyJ‘warm there, +22 centigrvde The ctarse ceems

well equipped; the scenee sre| well palnted; and the performances show technical
excellence. ‘The siails and t‘e four £irst rows in the orchentra cost about 30zl.
This 1s expeniive, but taey are slways nold out - the nea upper class fille them
to such unlcxtnnv that one has to order thke.a a week in advance, ‘

Qoeara
ov—

"Hovwever, lt cannot be sald that {t ia only the new Lpper cln e the* goes to the
opera. Otlher people, vho sit‘on cheaper seata, go there | ito listen to the classical
repertory which is still almost free from nolitical propuganda, Only in o couple
of sentences during the per formunce and in tho epilogue is one reminded that

in a people'ls demceracy, or the Soviet ovttern, everything has to serve propa-
ganda purcaser  Apart from tr*s, the nerformunces are very gaticfactory.

"The contrast Ln the clothes| of opera and theutpr-goers i{s less than before
YWorld ¥War II, This does not memn that Po‘und‘now has a more classless aociety.
It is mgre]j not deemed suitable to show one's finery in public pluaces

|

"I saw & ballet rnd also the pantomime 'Coppcllu', wvhich wuv actually very good,

despite o0ll the propaganda thiit had been in*roduced into iit.
|
1

|
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11, "Before wcrid wer II Bri:toli wos the most eiegint and best ‘no1‘;el of Yarsuw, It
hues retained {ts wlace to this day. It has veen completely rehabilitated @nd its
irterior has been ,hJ;oag y‘ altargd. The forme*'; NDom Kwateruz‘:ko Wojskowego,
ccvered vith ssnd:itoig, vas not damaged during tr}e WG, hav also been
tncroughly overhuuied and L.,pk‘* very 2legent, On the o-.ner side of the street is
the large Hotel Eurs »iski, i‘I‘his i 0iso 2 fir t-cluss hotel |but not as elegant

|

as Bristol,

W Hotels ‘ | ‘

Vil Gy,

Public Transrort |

\
I
|
i
\

2, "Publiz meera: of t,r£=r“nc"'t‘, in wars sav, the buses und streetoars are full to cver-
filoving., Tnstead of |the comfortable streetcar: of pre %World War II, the present

|
STrestours rasemble mn ‘*ght Soviet ctreetears with many standing places,

gt
12, ".f cnae ac rich anJ..g,h to hire n crb, one is f)*'e; confortable [than before the war,
(Mr noyr buys eonper ;..L‘vely 'nore comfort in the ~re‘ﬁent Socialigt 'clasuless' society
thun before werld nzm l11). The taxienbs are lorger than before sthe war. They are

almost exclusively o[‘ ‘thr Pobeda tyre, like lc.rge Americen curs. People call

these cors '1/2-biedu’ or 'hali‘- woverty . Thece ‘tz:.(iv are nrdbably less cuitable
to the neads cf the "m viation than thosc before Vlorld Var II,} the texis then
were of daifferent uu(m, tae| smaller cnes beirg cheurer and alqo quicker in
traffic., The nrmnnJ«i 1y A\.t'mritie consider that it looks bptter vhen there
are fewer but more elegant 1,;1.71 They feel thi.;‘ is more impartant than to suit
the taxis to the r"yi‘xig cuputity cf the poyul..ti(,m (This 1is L but
that of my hostess n‘ mﬂl‘s!lw" who haes lived in Wersew all her "ife.)

Gifts I | \

14, "In recent yevrs pre.ents ;wr Christmas and m.hvr‘ occesions have become more
end more proctienl 1n l’oland. Avart from the practical oreqen‘t s, people also
give cheap, but e.rti"ti\ ully besutiful presents, pm.lnly of the so=-called
Zdobpictws Ludove or ')rceucts of naticnal handicrpfts. These ‘nrevents are mrie
frow clay, wocd, and c¢ loredipaner., The poper vroducts de-pict fine flowers,

plants cor animnsls cuat wn 3‘.lhcuette. Lush presents are e*changt.d at birthdeys

neme days and during r_."Le Zhristmes sescon.
|

|
Fcod ! i

15, TContrery %0 the cistih Pora Ly trep I Ehon ran

15, "Contrery o the <.:ipm before world tar I, the ghops, particularly the foocdshops,
1n preqc darn O’LC-" cacoreted wdth living flowers. It is said that
this i - Soviet '_nfm nea ,n‘.ch is mbsclutely welecome. The shops in vWarsaw sre
quite ciocan 2nd make ‘r gond i'"o"es:wn. “ervice depends on the: shop: 1in the
center of the me 1t lLs ‘

uite setisfect.ry; in ch suburks there are often
ENOLICL T G e spe et uqueue:, valting nnmcntly in front‘ of the chops when
I drove .in & car thromh the i suburb:s of Grochow, Brudno, Czygte, and Mokotow.
The shope there -m-m:d vary dirty and the goods sale seemed much roorer than
in the crnter of the towrn. ‘ ‘ ‘ '
i |
16, "Prices of fcodstufla|are elmost the came all uv"‘r Wersaw. M! present Lea costs
50 zl. per kileogrem, coffee 300 zl. ver kge t\mnge~ have become much cheaper of
late: They enet onlyl bO-60 zl. per kg insteud oi“30 21. ugim.-.. Cinlwa, a
Turkish swectmeat md‘ from Hlmondm nutsc, honry ete., 1o goodl and in very great
demand, porticul u*’y em’vng yuung people. It is c«;mpnrntivoly cheap, ¢ssting only
27 zl. oer kg, hf)ccﬁuw, r&rticular\y Vedels (I‘omow before World Wur II ull
over Poland, ac well ‘hf in Pnri" and even in Stookholm after the war) 1is in very
great demand, However, it 14 of poor quality. I# is said thnt the tettex
varieties are ‘exported’ dircc 1y to Moscow; the Soviet civil m.rvnm;.. and
officers buy the vem&ﬁ :

nder hnd send it to the JR in considerable quantities.
Ordinary Poles c:‘mnot‘ ufford ‘t.o buy chocolate, During a few short veriods before
Christmas Bakalie (made of nuts, dates, figs, ruin.inq, and dned fmit) waus in
oulte gocd supply. H(LVchr, 1t vanished quickly from the shopu and the next
shirments had not nrr}ved 18 of late February. It was said ‘chnt the best shois
in the center of ¥ersaw still had some, reserved 1"0:' 'select' customers. i
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i e “Var;oué kirds of sariine:

1 quite ;gf‘,c‘nn: aune
L cages which o AlvRYE
(axried aau:vge) ‘ ‘u greet 4

5

5il sre in compurstively good supply, [ausage
regime scem- 10 be nﬂking grest ~fforts dn i
nuiar in Polend. The aolcal’od sucha kielbssa |
nd, also jaloweown kielbasa and krakowsk:. (These |
ge available, However, in 21l thops On certeln |
L

4 are the three bes t kinds cf saus { ‘
] days certain kinds cf seusage vill be lacking. This 1s clso true of the d*ﬁ‘erent
xﬁnds of bJ ter {stoicwe, sclicwe, do potrew, ate)

|

. "”ince 9 Febm&r‘y 1554 extrana’
frcmlabroed, | Rumors thet cire

ies heve bezen ch&rged cn g*ft :u*cel
\ advqnce ~ere '4decp“end - people vvnt

[9 2]

[

3
g
E
E
E 3¢ f"* 23 arL*e end eleph ative: abrczd, demending thzt nhey speed un
i ,ne_r parce’. The rimnrs b9 14 :
r o !
E a, Ti wre nad sprroccned the Polish gcvernment 2 ther
| ; cff;a':- y uné esxod to be nfxowed 45 zend focdstuffs [to
: the Polegs thrYOugh PO il meril=n srganications, this on zccount of the j
d1f€seuit food nitualicn In PO.BNS rventuzlly the fooud vas te com2 f‘:'o:ftnithe i
|2 gavermment Teserve . Thi w*oz:-nl va: rejected imredintely, oo nign| |
- . :
dnvyen gil gait tnools Lnlr cdueed 2t onca. ! ;
i ‘ | : ;
b, Another c.aismetion, for rarc trobable; was thet the nesd for doliars andlother
foreign sirrency T tho regime ey oo grest thet tne cutnoritics changed |the
uarc"’ prscedurs, :
Inatead of nllc wirg the gifs parcels to arrive one by one, ”‘thout any wvrof h ;

“LAJL‘ch and fr abread to a<|to
Pf*i,, nomin:ily t ¢ inderendent banks
o vl !

|
but. actunily brencns: of the Follsh Pos ﬁu- savings Bunk, to cubmit checks therP |
for itransmitial to toienc “ne*" the dsncea are entitled fto receive . ce“t&in. ;

goods in great

to the state, 1t '- r.enned W

PKO  (Polskz Kaca Cozenedncsel)

deannd ror shewe cnecks, c.g., food purcel ¢l of exeellent qu;Lity, I
conl (wvhich coste 3335 krcnes per ton in .o-crd.) for home use, good suiting, ete.
ZVED!bleClEﬁ, motorcyclef rit ngricuiturel mechinery may‘be obtained 1in this |
menner;  in the country cne i: offered cow: end sheep. Thua thc regime will|l |
sttedn two erte: L% '"':' ) oo L rumore about ja bed food 3 tuqt‘pn !

i o forelgn currency which L urgently 1eeded bl

3ucn1chcch£.‘ Unfnsiin-tely thoy cwvere:timite considerubly the wealth of the
refugeec. Jleaviy nen nothio form will drop considerably.
\

‘n Ppland £xQ YEOTE 1L 0 :
:ho;ld be roted thev sne yrices dsmonded oive ebout 30 per icent nigher than the ]
currbnt?market pr'~n-, urd robody in cland 1s capeble of prying them. The|| |
"Lt ere writing to ccouainirneas abrosd ené begging thedr helr in the ’o“ﬂ_of

19. flL seconlnsal 1Y o dats free of duty., Thus Qild cliothes etc, cin
be gen* dutysfrer, .2hul : st - ngt eortein that the regime will allow this to
continue. ; i
Flnal Impresions
20, ™My finel impresci.:. of Wer . mv wis that although tne anime does everything| in

| 1
its pover to mrke <he everyday life in the cepital ‘huppler and merrier', adcordihg
to the Commundr~t ropnguods, the inhabliants of Wersaw ﬂmiAe considerably les
than before Vioraw Wer 11 and rercly laugh. Thuey walk very quietly on thelr
'roed toward: socle:ium’ On <he cther hand, the people lcoked healthier than
I ncd expecteods  They o sala,  Thi: might hove been cue v, wae ‘
temperatury ~Be12¢ . Lelow nest.” :

oot very

40
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